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It is the aim of this legislation to allow stu-
dents receiving fellowships from this program
to work closely with the National Center for
Natural Disasters, Coastal Infrastructure, and
Emergency Management to strengthen our
Nation’s overall response to natural disasters.
The research conducted by the fellowship par-
ticipants will also reinforce the efforts of the
Office of the Federal Coordinator for Gulf
Coast Rebuilding at DHS. Additionally, the re-
search conducted by the fellows will be shared
with Congress.

This important legislation will allow us to
train experts and professionals to develop
substantive policy solutions that will seek to
solve the homeland security and disaster re-
sponse challenges that confront our Nation. |
ask my colleagues to support the Department
of Homeland Security Preparedness, Re-
search, and Education Program Act of 2008,
or the DHS PREP Act of 2008.

HONORING GOD AND COUNTRY
HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 26, 2008

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida.
Madam Speaker, for over 225 vyears the
United States has been a beacon of hope and
freedom throughout the world. Millions of peo-
ple from every corner of the world have left
their homelands to come to America and start
a new life, one based on the rights and lib-
erties enshrined in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, the Constitution and the Bill of
Rights.

That freedom comes at a price, however.
Whether it is the original fight for independ-
ence during the American Revolution, the
drive to defeat communism during the cold
war, or the current battle against global Is-
lamic extremists, soldiers throughout our his-
tory have fought and given their lives to keep
us safe here at home. | salute their sacrifice
and dedication to their fellow man, and thank
those veterans here today for your great mili-
tary service.

While our Nation has often had to defend
itself from enemies, both foreign and domes-
tic, it has been our shared commitment to faith
and belief in a higher power that has given us
the strength to soldier on during tough and try-
ing times. America has seen both the good
and the bad throughout our Nation’s history,
but in the end | firmly believe that each of us
will heed the call to the better angels of our
nature when forced to make decisions that af-
fect our fellow man.

Together we can continue the great success
of the United States. Throughout our history,
while our ancestors came from all over the
globe, the great melting pot that is America
meant that we have shared a common lan-
guage and a common faith. Our Nation is firm-
ly rooted in Christian principles that have
made us strong and envied by the rest of the
world. Whenever a crisis happens in a far-
away land across the seas, it is men and
women like you who pull together in the spirit
of Christian charity and a desire to help your
fellow man. It is our military that brings relief
supplies to nations like Burma or Indonesia
after their floods, and the United States Armed
Forces that meets the challenge of liberating
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Europe from the Axis superpowers. The can-
do spirit of our Nation means we never back
away from a challenge, and that by working
together we can accomplish anything we set
our minds to.

America is the greatest nation in the world.
We have a proud history of service, faith and
community ties that bind us to the common
belief in the goodness of mankind. By working
together we can continue that history and en-
sure that future generations of Americans will
share the ideals and values that brought us
here today. Thank you and God bless the
United States of America.

TRIBUTE TO CLEMMYE JACKSON
HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 26, 2008

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize the retirement of Clemmye Jackson,
the Ames, lowa Community School District's
accelerated learning program director, after 30
years of service to the Ames community.

For the past 30 years Clemmye has contrib-
uted her time and talents to improving youths’
lives through education and mentoring. She is
a native of Ocala, Florida and moved with her
husband George, to Rochester, Michigan
when he was hired by Oakwood University in
the 1970’s. She started working as a sub-
stitute teacher and found her niche in working
with at-risk children, where she learned to
teach using structured discipline, communica-
tion in a respectful manner, and a sense of
humor. When George took a job at lowa State
University in 1977, she became a counselor at
Ames High School. She later became the di-
rector of the accelerated learning program for
K—-12 education in the Ames School District.

Under her guidance, the Ames School dis-
trict has applied for, and successfully received
annual grants of over $2 million for at-risk ac-
celerated learning programs including an inter-
vention prevention department, Title I, a drug-
free program, a program for homeless stu-
dents, three separate preschool programs,
and an English language learner program. Be-
cause of Clemmye’s vision and hard work, the
successful at-risk programs now utilize over
49 teachers and noncertified employees to as-
sist students.

Clemmye has made a lasting impact on stu-
dents throughout her career, and her leader-
ship will be missed. However, she leaves the
future program director the inspiration to help
youth dream big, work hard, and achieve great
things.

| consider it an honor to represent Clemmye
Jackson in the United States Congress, and |
know my colleagues join me in wishing her
and her husband George, a long, happy and
healthy retirement.

————

CONNECTICUT CLEAN ENERGY
FUND

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 26, 2008

Mr. COURTNEY. In December 2007, the
Connecticut Clean Energy Fund (CCEF)
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Board announced a $1.18 million grant to the
Lee Company’s Westbrook production facility
for the development of a solar photovoltaic
system. On Friday, June 27, 2008 the Lee
Company will celebrate the returns on these
investments: Connecticut’s largest solar photo-
voltaic system at a manufacturing facility. | rise
today to recognize this monumental achieve-
ment and commend the Lee Company and the
CCEF’s leadership with facilitating a greener
Connecticut for current and future generations.

In 1948, the Lee Company was founded by
Leighton Lee Il in eastern Connecticut. Over
the past six decades, the Lee Company has
transformed the original Connecticut regional
offices into a national presence. Today, the
company remains one of the foremost devel-
opers and manufacturers of fluid control com-
ponents for aerospace systems.

The CCEF was established by Connecticut’s
General Assembly in 2000. Since inception,
the CCEF, administered by Connecticut Inno-
vations, has invested millions of dollars in re-
newable energy projects throughout Con-
necticut, focusing on solar, biomass, wind,
hydro, and wave power. In my district alone,
the Fund has provided nearly $14 million in in-
centive grants for 207 alternative energy
projects. Current operating renewable energy
projects are estimated to generate 5 million
kWh and eliminate over 4.1 million pounds of
greenhouse gas emissions over the course of
each year.

As important as the state’s help was in this
project, it was the vision and determination of
the Lee Company that really made the
project’s exciting transformation of its energy
system possible. The CCEF’s incentive grant
to the Lee Company, which covered half the
cost of the 308-kilowatt photovoltaic system at
the Westbrook production facility, is one of the
largest in the state of Connecticut. Once oper-
ating, the photovoltaic system will provide 19
percent of the energy used at the facility.
When the system is not in use, energy pro-
duction credits will be deducted from the com-
pany’s electric bill.

In addition to reducing dependence on fossil
fuels and greenhouse gas emissions, these in-
vestments will generate new economic growth
and opportunity. The Lee Company employs
more than 100 individuals at the Westbrook
production facility and more than 800 people
throughout the state. These investments will
allow for the continued growth of the company
and expanded employment opportunities
throughout Connecticut.

Madam Speaker, our Nation is at a critical
turning point. For the strength of our economy
and health of our environment, investments in
clean, renewable energy are needed now
more than ever. | ask my colleagues to join
with me and my constituents in recognizing
these renewable energy achievements and
supporting similar initiatives in their districts.

———

CELEBRATION OF GOVERNOR BILL
SHEFFIELD’S 80TH BIRTHDAY

HON. DON YOUNG

OF ALASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 26, 2008
Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to pay special tribute to a great
American and outstanding Alaskan on the oc-
casion of his 80th birthday. Born on June 26,
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